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Palace of the Parliament 
Palatul Parlamentului 

The Palace of the Parliament is the seat of the Parliament of Romania. Located on Dealul 
Arsenalului in central Bucharest (Sector 5), it is the second largest administrative building in 
the world, after The Pentagon in the United States, with 84 m high, an area of 365,000 m2 and 
is composed of 23 bodies. Having a volume of 2,550,000 m3, it is also the third most massive 
building in the world, after Cape Canaveral in Florida and the Temple of the Feathered Serpent 
in Teotihuacan, Mexico. In terms of weight, the Palace of the Parliament is the heaviest building 
in the world. 

A colossal parliament building known for its ornate interior, it houses the Senate and the 
Chamber of Deputies, three museums and an international conference center. The National 
Museum of Contemporary Art, the Museum of Communist Totalitarianism (established in 
2015) and the Museum of the Palace are hosted inside the Palace. Though named the House of 
the Republic (Romanian: Casa Republicii), after the Romanian Revolution of 1989 it became 
widely known as the People’s House (Romanian: Casa Poporului). Due to its impressive 
endowments, here are organized conferences, symposiums and other manifestations by state 
institutions or international bodies, legal entities, Romanian or foreign, but even so about 70% 
of the building is empty.





Dimitrie Gusti National Village Museum 
Muzeul Național al Satului „Dimitrie Gusti“ 

The Village Museum is an open-air ethnographic museum located in the Herăstrău Park 
(Bucharest, Romania), showcasing traditional Romanian village life. The museum extends to 
over 100,000 m2, and contains 272 authentic peasant farms and houses from all over Romania. 

It was created in 1936 by Dimitrie Gusti, Victor Ion Popa, and Henri H. Stahl.





Herăstrău Park 
Parcul Herăstrău 

Herăstrău Park is a large park on the northern side of Bucharest, Romania, around Lake 
Herăstrău, one of the lakes formed by the Colentina River. 

The park has an area of about 1.1 km², of which 0.7 km² is the lake. Initially, the area was full of 
marshes, but these were drained between 1930 and 1935, and the park was opened in 1936. The 
park is divided into two zones: a rustic or natural zone (the Village Museum), which is left more 
or less undisturbed, and a public/‘active’ domain with open areas for recreation activities. Small 
boats are allowed on the lake. 

The park was initially intended to be called Parcul Național, but it was renamed Parcul Carol II 
during the period of the Carol II of Romania’s cult of personality. Following WWII, it was 
renamed Parcul I. V. Stalin, featuring a statue of Stalin at its entrance. The park was renamed 
and the statue was torn down in 1956 as part of the De-Stalinization in Romania. 

Its current name, Herăstrău, named after the Herăstrău lake, has its origin in a dialectal version 
of the word ferăstrău in standard Romanian, meaningsaw or sawmill, referring to the water-
powered sawmills that were once found the Colentina river which flowed through it.





Stavropoleos Church 
Biserica Stavropoleos 

Stavropoleos Monastery (Romanian: Mănăstirea Stavropoleos), also known as Stavropoleos 
Church (Romanian: Biserica Stavropoleos) during the last century when the monastery was 
dissolved, is an Eastern Orthodox monastery for nuns in central Bucharest, Romania. Its church 
is built in Brâncovenesc style. The patrons of the church (the saints to whom the church is 
dedicated) are St. Archangels Michael and Gabriel. The nameStavropoleos is a Romanian 
rendition of a Greek word, Stauropolis, meaning “The city of the Cross”. One of the monastery’s 
constant interests isByzantine music, expressed through its choir and the largest collection of 
Byzantine music books in Romania. 

The church was built in 1724, during the reign of Nicolae Mavrocordat (Prince of Wallachia, 
1719-1730), by archimandrite Ioanichie Stratonikeas. Within the precinct of his inn, Ioanichie 
built the church, and a monastery which was economically sustained with the incomes from the 
inn (a relatively common situation in those times). In 1726 abbot Ioanichie was elected 
metropolitan of Stavropole and exarch of Caria. Since then the monastery he built is named 
Stavropoleos, after the name of the old seat. On February 7, 1742 Ioanichie, aged 61, died and 
was buried in his church.





Romanian Athenaeum 
Atheneul Român 

The Romanian Athenaeum is a concert hall in the center of Bucharest, Romania and a 
landmark of the Romanian capital city. Opened in 1888, the ornate, domed, circular building is 
the city’s main concert hall and home of the “George Enescu” Philharmonicand of the George 
Enescu annual international music festival. 

In 1865, cultural and scientific personalities such as Constantin Esarcu, V. A. Urechia, and 
Nicolae Crețulescu founded the Romanian Atheneum Cultural Society. To serve its purposes, 
the Romanian Athenaeum, a building dedicated to art and science, would be erected in 
Bucharest. 

The building was designed by the French architect Albert Galleron, built on a property that had 
belonged to the Văcărescu family and inaugurated in 1888, although work continued until 1897. 
A portion of the construction funds was raised by public subscription in a 28-year-long effort, 
of which the slogan is still remembered today: “Donate one leu for the Ateneu!” 

Extensive reconstruction and restoration work has been conducted in 1992 by a Romanian 
construction company and restoration painter Silviu Petrescu, saving the building from 
collapse. The 9 million Euro required were contributed in equal shares by the government and 
the Council of Europe Development Bank.





Palace of the National Military Circle 
Cercul Militar Național 

The Palace of the National Military Circle, also known as the Officers’ Circle Palace is located 
on Constantin Mile street in Bucharest, Romania. It was built in 1911 by architect Dimitrie 
Maimarolu using French neoclassical style. The beneficiary was the Officers’ Circle of the 
Bucharest military garrison, which was founded in 1876. 

The palace was built on the site of the old Sărindar monastery; the fountain in front of the palace 
bears its name. 

During the 1919 German occupation of Bucharest in the First World War, the building’s 
interiors were devastated. After the end of the war, the palace was officially inaugurated in 1923. 
During the communist period, the name was replaced with “Central House of the Army” (Casa 
Centrală a Armatei). In 1989, it was renamed the “National Military Circle” (Cercul Militar 
Național). 

Today, the National Military Circle is considered a historic and architectural monument. It 
represents the central cultural institution of the Romanian army and it is also used for various 
cultural events and for representation and protocol purposes. The restaurant and the terrace 
are open to the public.





Grigore Antipa National Museum of Natural History 
Muzeul Național de Istorie Naturală „Grigore Antipa“ 

The Grigore Antipa National Museum of Natural History is a Natural History museum, 
located in Bucharest, Romania. It was originally established as the National Museum of 
Natural History on 3 November 1834. It was renamed in 1990 for Grigore Antipa, who 
administered the museum during 51 years.





National Museum of Art of Romania 
Muzeul Național de Artă al României 

The National Museum of Art of Romania is located in the former royal palace in Revolution 
Square, central Bucharest, completed in 1837. It features collections of medieval and modern 
Romanian art, as well as the international collection assembled by the Romanian royal family. 

The exhibition “Shadows and Light” ran from 15 July to 2 October 2005. With four centuries of 
French art, it was the largest exhibition of French painting in Central and Eastern Europe since 
1945. 77 works were exhibited, including masterpieces by painters such as Poussin, 
Chardin,Ingres, David, Delacroix, Corot, Cézanne, Matisse, Picasso, and Braque.





National Museum of the Romanian Peasant 
Muzeul Național al Țăranului Român 

The National Museum of the Romanian Peasant is a museum in Bucharest, Romania, with a 
collection of textiles (especially costumes), icons, ceramics, and other artifacts of Romanian 
peasant life. One of Europe’s leading museums of popular arts and traditions, it was designated 
“European Museum of the Year” for 1996. Its collection includes over 100,000 objects. 

First founded in 1906 by and originally managed by Alexandru Tzigara-Samurcaș, the museum 
was reopened February 5, 1990, a mere six weeks after the downfall and execution of Nicolae 
Ceaușescu. During the Communist era, the building housed a museum representing the 
country’s Communist party; the museum’s basement still contains a room devoted to an ironic 
display of some artifacts from that earlier museum. The building, which uses traditional 
Romanian architectural features, was built on the former site of the State Mint (Monetăria 
Statului). 

The museum was devastated during the June 1990 Mineriad, due to being confused with the 
headquarters of the National Peasants’ Party. 

In 2002, the museum’s exhibit space was greatly expanded as the museum store and offices 
moved into a new building behind the old one, freeing up a considerable amount of floor space 
in the museum proper.





Old Princely Court 
Curtea Veche 

Curtea Veche (the Old Princely Court), built as a place or residence during the rule of Vlad III 
Dracula in 1459. Archaeological excavations started in 1953, and now the site is operated by the 
Muzeul Municipiului Bucuresti in the historic centre of Bucharest, Romania. 

Vlad the Impaler’s reign was dominated by conflicts with the Turks, hence “The obligation to 
permanently watch over and protect the southern boundary, the Danube, made him stay in the 
fortified town on the Dâmbovița banks”. On 20 September 1459, he issued a document in 
Slavonic, specifically referring to the “fortress” in Bucharest, his “princely residence”. 

During his reign, Mircea Ciobanul repaired the palace, and defined the limits of the city. His 
palace became the economic nucleus of Bucharest, surrounded by the houses of traders and 
craftsmen known as the Lipscani. Matei Basarab repaired the palace during his reign, so that it 
was “completely rebuilt… amazingly elegant” with a “charming aspect, much finer and gayer”. 
Constantin Brâncoveanu rebuilt and extended the palace using stone, including a great marble 
staircase at the entrance. 

Alexander Ypsilantis built a new princely court in 1775 at Dealul Spirii. The old court was 
auctioned in 1798 by Constantine Hangerli.





Kretzulescu Church 
Biserica Kretzulescu 

Kretzulescu Church is an Eastern Orthodox church in central Bucharest, Romania. Built in 
theBrâncovenesc style, it is located on Calea Victoriei, nr. 45A, at one of the corners of 
Revolution Square, next to the former Royal Palace. 

The church was commissioned in 1720–1722 by the boyar Iordache Crețulescu and his wife 
Safta, a daughter of prince Constantin Brâncoveanu. Originally, the exterior was painted, but 
since the restoration work done in 1935–1936 (under the supervision of architect Ștefan Balș), 
the facade is made of brick. The frescoes on the porch date from the original structure, while 
the interior frescoes were painted by Gheorghe Tattarescu in 1859–1860. 

The church, damaged during the November, 1940 earthquake, was repaired in 1942–1943. In 
the early days of the communist regime, Kretzulescu Church was slated for demolition, but was 
saved due to efforts of architects such as Henriette Delavrancea-Gibory. More renovations took 
place after the Bucharest earthquake of 1977 and the Revolution of 1989. To the side of the 
church now stands now a memorial bust of Corneliu Coposu.





National Museum of Contemporary Art 
Muzeul Național de Artă Contemporană 

The National Museum of Contemporary Art is a contemporary art museum in Bucharest, 
Romania. The museum is located in a new glass wing of the Palace of the Parliament, one of the 
largest administrative buildings in the world.





Cotroceni Palace 
Palatul Cotroceni 

Cotroceni Palace is the headquarters and residence of the President of Romania. It is located 
at Bulevardul Geniului, nr. 1, in Bucharest, Romania. The palace also houses the National 
Cotroceni Museum. 

Since 1991, Cotroceni Palace has been the residence of the Romanian President. The National 
Cotroceni Museum is located in one wing of the palace, which is open to the public.





CEC Palace 
Palatul CEC 

The CEC Palace in Bucharest, Romania, built in 1900 and situated on Calea Victoriei opposite 
the National Museum of Romanian History, is the headquarters of the national savings bank 
C.E.C., nowadays called CEC Bank. 

Before the construction of the palace, the location was occupied by the ruins of a monastery 
(Saint John the Great) and an adjoining inn. The 16th-century church was renovated by 
Constantin Brâncoveanu during 1702–1703, but later deteriorated and was demolished in 1875. 

The palace was built as a new headquarters for Romania’s oldest bank, later known as C.E.C. 
(Romanian: Casa de Economii și Consemnațiuni). The land was bought and the building 
constructed with the institution’s own funds. Work started on June 8, 1897 and was completed 
in 1900. The project was designed by the architect Paul Gottereau, a graduate of the École 
nationale supérieure des Beaux-Arts in Paris; construction was supervised by the Romanian 
architect Ion Socolescu. 

Built in eclectic style, the palace is topped by a glass and metal dome. The entrance features an 
arch supported by two pairs of columns in composite style. The four corners are decorated with 
gables and coats of arms and ending in Renaissance domes.





Triumphal Arch 
Arcul de Triumf 

Arcul de Triumf is a triumphal arch located in the northern part of Bucharest, on the Kiseleff 
Road. 

The first, wooden, triumphal arch was built hurriedly, after Romania gained its independence 
(1878), so that the victorious troops could march under it. Another temporary arch was built 
on the same site, in 1922, after World War I, which was demolished in 1935 to make way for 
the current triumphal arch, which was inaugurated in September 1936. 

The current arch has a height of 27 metres and was built after the plans of the architect Petre 
Antonescu (architect) (ro). It has as its foundation a 25 x 11.50 metres rectangle. The sculptures 
with which the facades are decorated were created by famous Romanian sculptors such as Ion 
Jalea and Dimitrie Paciurea. Nowadays, military parades are held beneath the arch each 1 
December, with the occasion of Romania’s national holiday.





Romanian Patriarchal Cathedral 
Catedrala Patriarhală 

The Romanian Orthodox Patriarchal Cathedral (also known as the Metropolitan Church) is 
a functioning religious and civic landmark, on Dealul Mitropoliei, in Bucharest, Romania. It is 
located near the Palace of the Chamber of Deputies of the Patriarchate of the Romanian 
Orthodox Church. Since it is a working cathedral, it is the site of many religious holidays and 
observances that take place for those who follow the Orthodox Christian faith in Bucharest, 
including a Palm Sunday pilgrimage. The Orthodox Mass at the cathedral is known for its a 
cappella choir. The Romanian Orthodox Patriarchal Cathedral is a designated Historical 
monument—Monument istoric of Romania. 

The structure was begun in 1654 and completed in 1658 under the orders of the Wallachian 
prince, Serban Basarb. The facade is in the Brâncovenesc style. All of the original frescoes and 
sculptures were destroyed, except for the icon of Constantin and Helen, who are the patron 
saints of the cathedral. The present-day frescoes were added in 1923 by Dimitrie Belizarie. 

In 1862, the Romanian prime minister, Barbu Catargiu, was assassinated as his open carriage 
passed in front of the cathedral.





Antim Monastery 
Mănăstirea Antim 

The Antim Monastery is located in Bucharest, Romania on Mitropolit Antim Ivireanu Street, 
no. 29. It was built between 1713 and 1715 by Saint Antim Ivireanu, at that time a Metropolitan 
Bishop of Wallachia. The buildings were restored by Patriarch Justinian Marina in the 1950s. 
As of 2005, there are 7 monks living in the Monastery. The monastery also hosts a museum with 
religious objects and facts about the life of Antim Ivireanu.





National Museum of Romanian History 
Muzeul Național de Istorie a României 

The National Museum of Romanian History is a museum located on Calea Victoriei 
inBucharest, Romania, which contains Romanian historical artifacts from prehistoric times up 
to modern times. 

The museum is located inside the former Postal Services Palace, which also houses a philatelic 
museum. With a surface of over 8,000 square meters, the museum has approx. 60 valuable 
exhibition rooms. The permanent displays include a plaster cast of the entirety of Trajan’s 
Column, the Romanian Crown Jewels, and the Pietroasele treasure.  

The building was authorized, in 1892, and the architect, Alexandru Săvulescu was sent with the 
postal inspector, Ernest Sturza, to tour various postal facilities of Europe for the design. The 
final sketches were influenced primarily by the postal facility in Geneva. Built in an eclectic 
style, it is rectangular with a large porch on a high basement and three upper floors. The stone 
façade features a portico supported by 10 Doric columns and a platform consisting of 12 steps 
spanning the length of the building. There are many allegorical sculptural decorative details. 

As of 2012, the museum is undergoing extensive restoration work and it is only partially open; 
a late medieval archaeological site was discovered under the building.





Saint Joseph Cathedral 
Catedrala Sfântul Iosif 

Saint Joseph Cathedral is a historical and architectural monument located in Bucharest, and is 
the main place of worship which serves as Cathedral of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
Bucharest. 

The cathedral was built between 1875 and 1883 by architect Friedrich Schmidt in Vienna and 
Carol Benesch. Its building style belongs to historicism and especially lends style with 
Romanesque architecture features, with some elements of the Gothic architecture. The building 
is 40 m long and 22 m wide. It is the most famous Catholic church in Bucharest. The cathedral 
was consecrated by Archbishop Ignatius Paoli, on February 15, 1884, and was attended by “all 
the priests of the archdiocese, all seminarians, the entire diplomatic corps accredited in 
Bucharest, President of the Council of Ministers, the President of the Senate, City Hall and 
many others”. Mihail Kogălniceanu, impressed the greatness of the worship catholic have to 
declare in the same year from the parliament, that this cathedral was “the most beautiful 
religious building that exists in Romania”. Patron of the cathedral was chosen in honor of Saint 
Joseph and Mary (mother of Jesus). The feast day of the patron of the cathedral is March 19.





National Arena 
Arena Națională 

National Arena is the national stadium of Romania, in the Lia Manoliu National Sports 
Complex in Bucharest. Opened in 2011, it replaced the former National Stadium. It was built 
for the Romania national football team, hosting its games as well as the Romanian Cup Final 
and the Romanian Supercup. 

The 2012 UEFA Europa League Final was held at the new stadium. This was the first final of a 
major European football club competition hosted by Romania. UEFA has announced that the 
UEFA Euro 2020 Finals would be held in multiple cities all over Europe in a pan-European 
tournament format to mark the sixtieth anniversary of the tournament. On September 19, 2014 
Bucharest has won the UEFA Euro 2020 bids and it was decided that the National Arena will 
host four matches (as part of the ‘Standard Package’), consisting of three group stage matches 
+ one round of 16/quarter-final match.





National Military Museum 
Muzeul Militar Național 

The National Military Museum, located at 125–127 Mircea Vulcănescu St., Bucharest, 
Romania, was established in 1923 by King Ferdinand. It has been at its present site since 1988, 
in a building finished in 1898.





Tineretului Park 
Parcul Tineretului 

Tineretului Park (“Youths’ Park”) is a large public park in southern Bucharest (Sector 4). 

The park, which was created in 1965 and planned by the architect Valentin Donose, was 
designed as the main recreational space for southern Bucharest, an area which was heavily 
developed during the 1960s and 1970s. 

Aside from green areas, the park contains a number of playgrounds as well as a navigable lake, 
utilised by leisure boats in summer. Tineretului Park contains the Sala Polivalentă, one of 
Bucharest’s largest multi-purpose halls, used for concerts and indoor sporting events. 

The south-east corner of the park is a children’s area called “Orășelul Copiilor” (“Children’s 
Mini-town”). Within Orășelul Copiilor one can find fair ground rides, small rollercoasters and 
other fun rides for all ages. There is a mini train that takes people around the park. In 2013 the 
area was redesigned and new open-bars and recreational areas and attractions were constructed. 
Along them a new beautiful dancing fountain can be admired.





Bucharest Botanical Garden 
Grădina Botanică din București 

The Bucharest Botanical Garden, now named after its founder, Dimitrie Brândză, is located in 
the Cotroceni neighbourhood of Bucharest, Romania. It has a surface of 17.5 hectares 
(including 4,000 m² of greenhouses), and has more than 10,000 species of plants. 

The first botanical garden in Bucharest was founded in 1860 near the Medicine Faculty by Carol 
Davila. Its first director was the botanist Ulrich Hoffmann, followed six years later by Dimitrie 
Grecescu. The garden was eventually moved to its current location in 1884 by Dimitrie Brândză, 
a Romanian botanist, and Louis Fuchs, a Belgian landscape architect. The gardens were opened 
in 1891, when the building of the greenhouses finished. The garden was damaged during World 
War I, when it was used by the German occupation troops, and during World War II when it 
was hit by Anglo-American bombardments. 

In the Garden there is a Botanical Museum in a building of the Brâncovenesc style, located near 
the entrance gate, where more than 5,000 plant species are displayed, including 1,000 exotic 
plants.





Palace Hall 
Sala Palatului 

The Palace Hall in Bucharest, Romania is a conference centre and concert hall immediately 
behind the National Museum of Art of Romania, the former royal palace in the heart of the city. 
It was built between 1959 and 1960, during the communist era. It has been the site of 
conferences such as the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, the World 
Congress on Population, the World Congress on Energy, and the World Congress of the Red 
Cross. The main hall can accommodate 4,060 spectators. 

It is now also used as a general conference and convention center and as a concert venue for 
events such as the George Enescu Festival. 

The main hall has a capacity of above 4,000 people. In addition to it, the entrance hall has a 
surface area of 2,000 m² and is used as an exhibition space. There are also eight small conference 
rooms for meetings of between 20 and 30 people.





Palace of Justice 
Palatul de Justiție 

The Palace of Justice, located in Bucharest, Romania, was built between 1890 and 1895. 

Located on the banks of the Dâmbovița River, it houses the Bucharest Court of Appeal and the 
Sector 5 Court. Its last major restoration was between 2003 and 2006. 

The Palace has 690 rooms with a total area of 33,235 m2 (357,740 sq ft).





Jewish Museum 
Muzeul de Istorie a Comunității Evreiești 

The Jewish Museum in Bucharest, Romania is located in the former Templul Unirea Sfântă 
(United Holy Temple) synagogue, which survived both World War II and Nicolae Ceaușescu 
unscathed. 

The name has several variants, including Museum of the History of the Romanian Jewish 
Community. In Romanian it is variously called Muzeul de Istorie al Comunitatilor Evreiești 
din România, Muzeul de Istorie a Comunitații Evreiești București, etc. 

In contrast to its Hungarian equivalent in Budapest, this is not a museum that sees the exodus 
of the majority of the country’s surviving Jews to Israel as a culmination: this museum is focused 
more on what that means for those who have stayed, what is the continuing contribution of 
Jews to Romanian culture, what has been, what is, and what will be the role of Jews in Romania. 

The Museum also contains a large collection of Jewish ritual objects from Romania, collected 
by Rabbi Moses Rosen (1912–1994), the late Chief Rabbi of the Romanian Jewry.





Choral Temple 
Templul Coral 

The Choral Temple is a synagogue located in Bucharest, Romania. It is a copy of Vienna’s 
Leopoldstadt-Tempelgasse Great Synagogue, which was raised in 1855-1858. It was designed 
by Enderle and Freiwald and built between 1857 and 1867. The synagogue was devastated by 
the far-right Legionaries, but was then restored after World War II, in 1945. 

The main hall is currently being refurbished, and is scheduled to be re-opened in 2015. 

It still hosts daily religious services in the small hall, being one of the few active synagogues in 
the city and in Romania.





Macca-Vilacrosse Passage 
Pasajul Macca-Vilacrosse 

Pasajul Macca-Vilacrosse is a fork-shaped, yellow glass covered arcaded street in central 
Bucharest, Romania. Câmpineanu Inn (Romanian: Hanul Câmpineanu) once stood in the place 
nowadays occupied by the passage. 

After the Chief Architect of Bucharest, Xavier Vilacrosse (a Catalan architect who had followed 
the French school), married the daughter of the inn owner (1843), the couple received the inn 
as a wedding present, renaming it with the architect’s name. Toward the end of 19th century it 
was demolished, being replaced by a two-stories-high, ornate structure, in the style of Western 
passages. 

The two narrow streets making up a two-tined, fork-like shape were covered with a glass roof, 
allowing the entry of natural light while providing shelter from the rain. The ground floor was 
meant for shops, while the rooms on the first floor were for rent. One branch of the passage was 
called Vilacrosse, while the other one was called Macca, after Mihalache Macca, the builder’s 
brother-in-law. The two-tined end opens onto Calea Victoriei, one of Bucharest’s main 
avenues; the other end opens toward the National Bank in the historic Lipscani district. 

Today it hosts several indoor/outdoor eating establishments, including an Egyptian-themed 
bar/restaurant, the Blues Cafe, a bistro, a Chinese restaurant and a wine bar.





Geology Museum 
Muzeul Național de Geologie 

The National Geology Museum in located on Șoseaua Kiseleff (street), in Bucharest, Romania. 
It is located near Victory Squareand Kiseleff Park, in central Bucharest. 

The museum hosts a collection of 80,000 samples of rocks, fossils, and minerals from Romania. 

The building was built in 1906 for the Geological Institute of Romania. It was designed by 
architect Victor Ștefănescu, in the Neo-Romanian Romantic and Neo-Brâncovenesc styles.





Victoria Palace 
Palatul Victoria 

Victoria Palace is a palace in Victory Square, Bucharest, built in 1937, which is the headquarters 
of the Prime Minister of Romania and his cabinet. The palace was built under the supervision 
of Duiliu Marcu (1885–1966), student of the Bucharest Superior School of Architecture (1906) 
and of Paris École de Beaux-Arts (diplomat in 1912). The monolithic structure materializes an 
austere expression of the neoclassical style. 

The building, which overtops the Victory Square (Piața Victoriei), suffered heavy damages 
during the Second World War, which is why it underwent significant restoration works (1944–
1952). 

Initially designed to be headquarters of the Foreign Ministry, Victoria Palace was the 
headquarters of Foreign Ministry and Council of Ministers during the Communist period and 
became, in 1990, headquarters of the first government of post-communist Romania. 

The palace was declared a historical monument in 2004.





Dimitrie Leonida National Technical Museum 
Muzeul Național Tehnic „Dimitrie Leonida“ 

The National Technical Museum was founded in 1909 by Dimitrie Leonida, inspired by the 
Deutsches Museum in Munich, visited during his studies in Charlottenburg Polytechnic 
Institute. In 1908, with the help of the first promotions of mechanics and electricians from his 
school, the first in Romania, Leonida has collected first pieces for the museum. What was 
different in Leonida museum was the educational orientation of the museum and also the 
interactivity.





Great Synagogue in Bucharest 
Sinagoga Mare din București 

The Great Synagogue in Bucharest, Romania was raised in 1845 by the Polish-Jewish 
community. It was repaired in 1865, redesigned in 1903 and 1909, repainted in Rococo style in 
1936 by Ghershon Horowitz, then it was restored again in 1945, as it had been devastated by 
the extreme right Legionaries. It nowadays hosts an exhibition entitled The Memorial of Jewish 
Martyrs “Chief Rabbi Dr. Mozes Rosen”. During the late 1980s, just like many churches in the 
area, this synagogue was virtually surrounded by concrete buildings, so as to hide it from public 
sight. 

It still hosts weekend religious services, being one of the few active synagogues in the city and 
in Romania.





Frederic and Cecilia Cuțescu-Storck Art Museum 
Muzeul de Artă Frederic și Cecilia Cuțescu-Storck 

The Frederic and Cecilia Cuțescu-Storck Art Museum is a modern art museum located in 
Bucharest, Romania, dedicated to the artists Frederic Storck and Cecilia Cuțescu-Storck. 

The museum is located in the house designed by the artists with the help of architect Alexandru 
Clavel and constructed in 1912-1913. The artists donated their collection to the 
governmentwhich opened the museum in 1951. 

The museum presents works of artists of the Storck family: Karl Storck, Carol Storck, Frederic 
Storck, and Cecilia Cuțescu-Storck. It also includes medieval is faher objects of Medieval 
religioussculptures as well as watercolours, coins and medals by Carol Szathmari.





Fire Tower 
Foișorul de Foc 

The Fire Tower is a 42-metre high building in Bucharest, Romania, between Obor, Calea 
Moșilor and Nerva-Traian. It was used in the past as an observation tower by the firemen. 

It was built in 1890, two years after the previous watchtower, Turnul Colței, built in 1715, was 
demolished. The plans were made by George Mandrea, back then the chief-architect of 
Bucharest. 

Foișorul de Foc had a double role, as it was also designed to be a water tower, too. However, 
after the building was finished, the local water utility company (Uzina de Apă Grozăvești) had 
no pumps powerful enough to fill it with water. 

Foișorul de Foc was used by the firefighters until 1935, when it became ineffective, as more and 
more high buildings were built in Bucharest, and introduction of the telephone reduced the 
need for a watchtower. In 1963, it was turned into a Firefighters’ Museum.





Magheru Boulevard 
Bulevardul Magheru 

Bulevardul Magheru is a major street in central Bucharest. Built in the early 20th century, it is 
named after Gheorghe Magheru. 

Together with Bulevardul Bălcescu, Magheru connects Piața Romană and Piața Universității 
squares and was in 1930s-1940s Bucharest most modern part. This is one of Europe and world’s 
most representative modernist boulevards, where the architecture in vogue in the 1930s is 
prevalent. 

Part of the major thoroughfare than runs through the middle of Bucharest, it is continued to 
the south by Nicolae Bălcescu, then by Ion C. Brătianu boulevards and toward north by Lascăr 
Catargiu and Șoseaua Kiseleff. 

Bulevardul Magheru is the most expensive commercial street in the Romania and 55th in the 
world according to Cushman & Wakefield.





Museum of Art Collections 
Muzeul Colecțiilor de Artă 

The Museum of Art Collections is a branch of the National Museum of Art of Romania and is 
situated in Bucharest. It is located on Calea Victoriei no.111 at the corner of Calea Griviței, in 
Romanit Palace, the first section of which was built in 1822. 

The collection includes various pieces from Asia and the Middle East, and several pieces by 
Western European artists (including one drawing by Vincent van Gogh, but the heart of the 
collection consists of work of late 19th- and 20th-century Romanian artists, including Theodor 
Aman, Nicolae Grigorescu, Ioan Andreescu, Nicolae Tonitza, Gheorghe Petrașcu, Theodor 
Pallady, Lucian Grigorescu, Iosif Iser, Camil Ressu, Francisc Șirato, Alexandru Ciucurencu, 
Dimitrie Ghiață, and Corneliu Baba. The museum lapidarium hosts stone carved items of old 
Romanian art, among which a few pieces extracted from Văcărești Monastery, demolished in 
1986 at Nicolae Ceausescu’s order. 

The museum officially reopened in June 2013.





Lake Morii 
Lacul Morii 

Lake Morii (or “Mill Lake”) is the largest lake in Bucharest, with an area of 246 ha. The lake is 
approximately 6 km from the center of Bucharest (Piața Unirii) and is located between: 
Polytechnic University of Bucharest neighborhood to the East, Crangași and Giulești districts 
at North, Militari district at South. The type of it is accumulation lake, made in 1986 mainly to 
protect the city against floods. It is also a recreation area. It provides a constant flow on 
Dâmbovița river in the capital. The lake was built by a dam 15 m high, with a central body of 
concrete, earth dams extended lengthwise with a total length of 7 km. Lake volume is 14.7 
million m³, with a flood mitigation portion of 1.6 million m³, beyond the normal retention. 
Effectively, to mitigate flooding, the lake volume can be increased when floods are predicted. 
Making a lake near an urban area required decommissioning of existing uses, including 
demolition and decommissioning of a church. 

On the south of Lacul Morii there is a peninsula.





Saint Elefterie Church 
Biserica Sfântul Elefterie 

Saint Elefterie Church is a church near the Opera House in Bucharest, Romania. It is located 
at 1 Saint Elefterie Street and was designed by the architect Constantin Iotzu. This is the new 
Church, as there is an older church by the same name nearby. It was named after the Saint 
Eleftherios.





Cișmigiu Gardens 
Parcul Cișmigiu 

The Cișmigiu Gardens are a public park near the center of Bucharest, Romania, spanning areas 
on all sides of an artificial lake. The gardens’ creation was an important moment in the history 
of Bucharest. They form the oldest and, at 17 hectares (42 acres), the largest park in city’s central 
area. The main entrance is from Regina Elisabeta Boulevard, in front of the City Hall; there is 
another major entrance at the Știrbei Vodă Street, near the Crețulescu Palace. The southwestern 
corner of the park is adjacent to the Gheorghe Lazăr High School.





Italian Church 
Biserica Italiană 

The Italian Church of the Most Holy Redeemer (Romanian: Biserica Italiană „Preasfântul 
Mântuitor“) is a Roman Catholic church located in Bucharest,Romania, at 28 Nicolae Bălcescu 
Blvd., the city’s busiest street. The Lombard Romanesque red brick edifice was built between 
1915-1916 and consecrated by bishop Raymond Netzhammer in 1916. Owned by the Italian 
government, it is surrounded by grey concrete apartment blocks. Services are held daily in 
Romanian at 6 PM, and on Sundays, in Polish at 9 AM, Romanian at 10 AM, Italian at 11 AM.





Icon’s Garden 
Grădina Icoanei 

Icon’s Garden is a small park in central Bucharest, situated not far away from Piața Romană 
and Bulevardul Magheru. 

The Bulandra Theatre (the Toma Caragiu stage, Sala Toma Caragiu), Ioanid Park (now called 
“Ion Voicu”), the Icoanei Church and the Anglican Church are located in the park’s immediate 
vicinity.





Cașin Church 
Biserica Cașin 

Cașin Church, sometimes referred to as Cașin Monastery (Mănăstirea Cașin), is a Romanian 
Orthodox church located in Bucharest, at a large intersection a block away from Arcul de 
Triumf. It is dedicated to the Archangels Michael and Gabriel. 

The church, measuring 42 x 29 m, has three apses, and the highest dome reaches 50 m. Its 
surface area is 780 m2. The altar apse is semicircular and is surrounded by an open, arched 
portico. A large polygonal dome rises above the nave; its windows are arched and it has small 
columns all around. Four smaller octagonal domes of similar design surround the main one. 
The vestibule features a large arch; in the centre of its exterior there is a large mosaic featuring 
Michael and Gabriel, surrounded by ornamentation. 

Twelve stone steps lead up to an open area outside the entrance, surrounded by five frontal and 
two side arches supported by pairs of short white marble columns decorated with old Romanian 
patterns. TAs usual in Orthodox churches, the inside of the main dome is painted with Christ 
Pantocrator. The arches and walls of the sanctuary are entirely decorated in Murano glass, a 
first for Romania. The altar apse, noticeably raised, appears lit in green, in contrast to the white 
marble with which the iconostasis is plated.





Lake Băneasa 
Lacul Băneasa 

Lake Băneasa is a reservoir on the Colentina River at Băneasa in Sector 1 of Bucharest, 
Romania. The lake has a length of 3 kilometers (1.9 miles), a width between 50 meters (160 feet) 
and 400 meters (1,300 feet), a surface area of 40 hectares (0.40 km2), a depth between 1 meter 
(3.3 feet) and 3 meters (9.8 feet), a volume of 630,000 cubic meters (22,000,000 cubic feet) and 
a debit of 2.5 m/s.





National Theatre Bucharest 
Teatrul Național București 

The National Theatre Bucharest is one of the national theatres of Romania, located in the 
capital city of Bucharest. 

The current National Theatre is located about half a kilometre away from the old site, just south 
of the Hotel Intercontinental at Piața Universității (University Square), and has been in use 
since 1973. 

The new edifice reconstructed from 2010 to 2014, was inaugurated to the end of the year 2014, 
and with 7 halls, as the Grand Hall (Sala Mare) with 900 seats, is the bigest and the latest theater 
edifice of Europe.





University Square 
Piața Universității 

University Square is located in downtown Bucharest, near the University of Bucharest. It is 
served by Universitate metro station. 

Four statues can be found in the University Square, in front of the University; they depict Ion 
Heliade Rădulescu (1879), Michael the Brave (1874), Gheorghe Lazăr (1889) and Spiru Haret 
(1932). 

The square was the site of the 1990 Golaniad, a peaceful student protest against the ex-
communists in the Romanian government. The demonstrations ended violently when miners 
from the Jiu Valley were called in by president Ion Iliescu to restore order in Bucharest (see: 
Mineriad). 

The Ion Luca Caragiale Bucharest National Theatre and the Intercontinental Hotel (one of the 
tallest buildings in Bucharest) are also located near University Square. 

University Square marks the northeastern boundary of the Old Center of Bucharest. 
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